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million workers, raising the minimum
wage for the first time in a decade, by
providing overdue assistance to the
gulf region hit hard by Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita, by protecting our
troops, investing in military readiness,
including armed vehicles and equip-
ment, and by increasing the trans-
parency and accountability with
strengthened ethics and lobbying rules.

We also continue moving legislation
that has already passed here in the
House but is making its way through
the system, including fully imple-
menting the 9/11 Commission rec-
ommendations, putting 50,000 more po-
lice officers on our streets, and by pro-
viding the largest increase in veterans
health care funding in the Veterans
Administration’s 77-year history.

Madam Speaker, this new Demo-
cratic Congress has begun moving our
Nation in a new direction to address
the needs of all Americans.

———

IRAN IS RUNNING OUT OF
GASOLINE

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Last night Iranian citi-
zens burned gas stations in Iran, pro-
testing President Ahmadinejad’s gaso-
line rationing plan. Yes, Iran is run-
ning out of gasoline. Despite being a
leading OPEC o0il producer, Iran is
heavily dependent on gasoline from
abroad. This is the key weakness of
Iran.

The Iranian government has prom-
ised to attack Israel. It is the chief
funder of Hezbollah and Hamas. It
threw U.N. inspectors out, and says
that it is enriching uranium.

Last night Congressman ROB AN-
DREWS and I introduced bipartisan leg-
islation, H.R. 2880, calling for more
gasoline restrictions on Iran. After last
night’s gasoline riots, a policy of the
U.S., working with our allies, could be-
come the diplomatic key to bring pres-
sure on Iran to stop funding terror and
building nuclear weapons.

Running out of gasoline. This is a
danger for Iran’s rulers and an oppor-
tunity for our diplomats.

————

VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY’S
EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Vice President CHE-
NEY, in his usual arrogant way, refused
to disclose the deliberations of his se-
cret energy task force that gave bil-
lions to big o0il and increased our de-
pendence on OPEC. He claimed execu-
tive privilege.

Then his office illegally disclosed the
identity of a secret undercover CIA of-
ficer, Valerie Plame. They claimed ex-
ecutive privilege.

Now, we find that the Vice President
is mishandling classified information

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

in volumes in violation of Executive
Branch regulations. And we have the
astonishing assertion that the Vice
President is not part of the executive
branch. Rip up those civics text books
kids. DICK CHENEY is above the law and
the Constitution of the United States,
according to his attorney. Or perhaps
he’s just that higher power that George
Bush refers to every time he has to
make a difficult decision like launch-
ing an unneeded war in Iraq.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind Members that they
should not engage in personalities to-
ward the Vice President of the United
States.

————

NON-FAIRNESS DOCTRINE

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, freedom is the foundational
principle of our society. Our founders
were champions of this God-given right
and charged future generations with
eternal vigilance to protect it.

Now, a handful of people in Wash-
ington want Uncle Sam to start telling
radio and TV personalities what to
talk about, to limit their freedom and
ours.

Rather than fight in the marketplace
of ideas, they want to bring back a 1929
radio regulation rule known as the
“Fairness Doctrine.”” Now, don’t be
fooled. There’s nothing fair about it.

In the early age of broadcasting,
when the majority of news and infor-
mation was distributed by one or two
outlets, it seemed important to pro-
mote a competition of viewpoints. That
was then.

A fairness doctrine today tramples
upon freedom of speech and freedom of
the press. It dictates to Americans that
in an open, free and flooded market-
place of ideas, they need Washington
politicians to sort it all out.

Madam Speaker, real freedom means
a government that listens to the peo-
ple, not one that dictates to the people
who they must listen to.

Let’s keep the Fairness Doctrine off
our airwaves and in the history books
where it belongs.

———

HOW MANY BRANCHES OF
GOVERNMENT ARE THERE

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker,
there’s an easy civics pop quiz for the
summer break. How many branches of
government are there in the United
States?

Well, any high school civics student
can tell you that there are three. But

June 28, 2007

it seems like our Vice President is con-
fused about the facts. House investiga-
tors have revealed that since 2003, the
Vice President’s office has failed to
provide data on its classification ac-
tivities as required under an executive
order claiming that the Vice Presi-
dent’s office is not, ‘“‘an entity within
the executive branch.”

It seems that the Vice President’s of-
fice believes that his office is its own
branch of government above the law.

Madam Speaker, in light of this con-
fusion, perhaps the President will see
fit to give the Vice President some
time off to improve his understanding
of civics in the United States.

HONORING ARMY SERGEANT
CHRIS DAVIS

(Mr. NEUGEBAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker,
this morning I come to the floor of this
House to honor Army Sergeant Chris
Davis. Sergeant Davis died Saturday
defending liberty in Iraq. Serving in
the United States Army was a life-long
dream for Sergeant Davis. His 8 years
in the Army included four tours of
duty in Iraq. His devotion to America’s
security earned him numerous medals
for his achievement, service and de-
fense of his country.

A native of Lubbock, Texas, Chris
was a brave soldier, a devoted husband
and a loving father. This morning, my
thoughts and prayers go out to his fam-
ily: His parents, Ray and Hermina, his
three sisters, his wife, Debbie, the chil-
dren, Kasey, Blade, Jacob, Taylor and
Dillon.

As we celebrate this Fourth of July
week, may we remember the sacrifices
of many that have gone before us and
particularly this young brave soldier,
Sergeant Davis from Lubbock, Texas.

———

HOUSE DEMOCRATS ARE MAKING
PROGRESS FOR THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, for 6
months, Democrats have succeeded in
changing the direction of this country.
We have replaced Republican rubber
stamps with meaningful Congressional
oversight.

The Democratic House has now
passed 50 key measures since January,
most with strong bipartisan support.
Thanks to this Democratic Congress,
millions of Americans will receive
their first pay raise in almost a decade
on January 24. As a senior member of
the House Education and Labor Com-
mittee, I was proud to support the long
overdue increase in the minimum
wage.

Gulf coast hurricane communities
will get much needed relief, up-ar-
mored Humvees and critical military
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support are getting to our troops, and
fiscal responsibility has been restored
to the Federal budget after the White
House and Republican-led Congress re-
versed President Clinton’s budget sur-
plus and replaced it with the biggest
budget deficit in American history.

This is only the beginning. This
House has also passed legislation that
will better protect our Nation by fully
implementing the recommendations of
the nonpartisan 9/11 Commission. Let’s
continue to move forward in this posi-
tive direction.

———
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KOREAN WAR BILL CHARTER

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, this past Monday on the 57th
anniversary of the start of the Korean
War, Majority Leader STENY HOYER
and I introduced legislation to right-
fully honor Korean War veterans with
a national charter. The charter pays no
money but gives veterans leverage
when dealing with the VA.

It is about time those who served in
the Korean War enjoy the same mark
of distinction and national recognition
as those who came home from World
War II. Some have dubbed the Korean
War the ‘‘forgotten war’’ or even ‘‘the
war that America forgot to remem-
ber.”

You know, I was in that war, and so
were at least two of our colleagues,
CHARLIE RANGEL and JOHN CONYERS,
and I think that it is kind of ridiculous
that we haven’t given them the rec-
ognition they deserve. I flew over 62
combat missions in Korea, and I can’t
think of a better way to honor our pa-
triots who served in Korea.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor
our bill, H.R. 2852, to give the Korean
War Veterans Association a national
charter.

————

FIRST HIGHER EDUCATION
EXTENSION ACT OF 2007

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
take from the Speaker’s table the Sen-
ate bill (S. 1704) to temporarily extend
the programs under the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965, and for other pur-
poses, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-
lows:

S. 1704

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘First Higher

Education Extension Act of 2007,
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SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PROGRAMS.

Section 2(a) of the Higher Education Ex-
tension Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-81; 20
U.S.C. 1001 note) is amended by striking
“June 30, 2007’ and inserting ‘‘July 31, 2007".
SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act, or in the Higher Edu-
cation Extension Act of 2005 as amended by
this Act, shall be construed to limit or oth-
erwise alter the authorizations of appropria-
tions for, or the durations of, programs con-
tained in the amendments made by the High-
er Education Reconciliation Act of 2005 (Pub-
lic Law 109-171) to the provisions of the
Higher Education Act of 19656 and the Tax-
payer-Teacher Protection Act of 2004.

The Senate bill was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table.

————

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 517 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2829.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
2829) making appropriations for finan-
cial services and general government
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2008, and for other purposes, with Mr.
HASTINGS of Florida in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on the legisla-
tive day of Wednesday, June 27, 2007, a
request for a recorded vote on the
amendment by the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. SOUDER) had been postponed
and the bill had been read through page
146, line 22.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. MORAN OF
KANSAS

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Chair-
man, I offer an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment offered by Mr. MORAN of Kan-
sas:

Page 146, insert the following after line 22:
TITLE IX—ADDITIONAL GENERAL
PROVISIONS

SEC. 901. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to administer, im-
plement, or enforce the amendment made to
section 515.533 of title 31, Code of Federal
Regulations, that was published in the Fed-
eral Register on February 25, 2005.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
order of the House of Wednesday, June
27, 2007, the gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN) and a Member opposed
each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kansas.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Chair-
man, I have an amendment today that
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I would like the Committee to con-
sider, which is a prohibition against
the expenditure of funds.

In the year 2000, this Congress passed
legislation that altered our trading re-
lationship with Cuba. That legislation,
the Trade Sanctions Reform Act of
2000, was put in place that would allow
for the sale of agricultural commod-
ities, food, and medicine to Cuba for
cash in advance. That legislation was
signed into law and was operational;
and from that period of time, we have
sold nearly $1.5 billion of agriculture
commodities, food, and medicine to
Cuba for cash in advance.

In the year 2005, the administration
published a final rule clarifying the
definition of cash payments in advance;
and by that rule, it disrupted the sale
of agriculture commodities, food, and
medicine to Cuba. The change being
that rather than payments in advance
at the time the goods were delivered,
the commodities were delivered in
Cuba, the administration’s rule re-
quires that the payment be made be-
fore the commodities leave a United
States port, a matter of days or weeks
by advancing the payment.

This is contrary to our normal trad-
ing relationships, the norms within the
international community, and has been
disruptive and is an indication of our
unwillingness to be a reliable provider
of agriculture commodities to Cuba.

This amendment that I offer today
prohibits the funding of the implemen-
tation or the enforcement of that rule
promulgated by the administration in
the year 2005, and so it would return us
to the days following the passage of the
original legislation, the Trade Sanc-
tions Reform Act of 2000, that would
once again say that cash in advance is
payment when the commodity arrives
in port in Cuba. And this change in
rules has had an effect upon our ability
of American farmers and agriculture
producers to supply, to sell, for cash
the things we produce in this country,
a detrimental effect upon the farm
economy. It is estimated that exports
fell approximately 10 percent in value
from 2004 to 2005. Wheat, which is im-
portant in my home State of Kansas,
was decreased by 18 percent; rice by 38
percent; cotton by 87 percent; lumber
by 100 percent; dairy products by 55
percent; seafood by 100 percent; course
grains by 74 percent; and poultry de-
creased by 27 percent. And the goal is
to try to restore those markets, once
again be a more reliable supplier of
food to the Cuban people, and to make
certain that American agriculture is
not harmed by our policy or is harmed
less by our policy.

These are unilateral sanctions, Mr.
Chairman, as you know. And unilateral
sanctions are probably not effective in
and of themselves when it is only the
United States that fails to trade with
Cuba. So, again, a rather modest modi-
fication in our policy, changing it to
the days of the policies enacted by Con-
gress before the administration
changed the rules.
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